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There are a lot of ways to design your own fabric. 
One easy way is to take pen and ink to your fabric. 

You can add a pop of 
color to a black and white 
print. 



You can create 
a design on 
solid color 
fabric. 



You can overall 
ink with liquid 
ink to get a 
batik look and 
then ink a 
design over 
that. 



There are a lot of tools out now 
for this purpose. 

You can now easily find alcohol, 
permanent , waterproof, archival  
and made for  fabric  pens. All of 
these will work. There are sharp 
point, flat point, and brush point. 

There is so much available now to play with. 



There are also liquid alcohol ink and resist to use while 
marking on your fabric. 



Materials: 

Pens: any pen that is archival, permanent, 
waterproof fadeproof, light fast, ect… 

fabric:  
The grain of your fabric has an impact on how well a 
fabric marker works. A coarse grain or rough texture 
to a fabric means there are "lumps 'n bumps" the pen 
has to go over. A fine grain or smooth fabric is easier 
to work on. If in doubt, test the marker on a scrap bit 
of fabric or somewhere out of sight, such as an inside 
seam.  

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/crosswise-and-bias-grain-of-fabric-2977496
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/fabric-definition-of-nap-2978252


supplies:  
Synthrapol or non phosphorus eco 
friendly type soap. 

washing soda (amazon or locally 
at LOWES) 

heavy card board or similar to 
mount fabric on to keep taut. 
binder clips , clothes pins , 
embroidery hoop…. similar 
to hold fabric taut. 



Preparing the fabric: (i am lazy and do not always 
do this.) 
for best long lasting results you can prepare your 
fabric before doing any inking.(this applies to 
painting, printing, inking on fabric) 



For plant fiber material (cotton and such) 
Machine wash fabric on a hot wash (60-90* should 
work fine). 
Fill a large pot 3/4 with water making sure the pot is 
big enough to accommodate your pieces & bring to a 
boil. In a separate container add 1 Tblsp. of eco-
friendly soap & 1 Tblsp. of washing soda and stir until 
this has dissolved 
Add this to the pot, turn the heat down to a simmer, 
add your fabric and simmer for 2 hours. 
Rinse your fabric and dry. 



For protein fiber material (silk, wool and such) 
(Handwash)Fill a container (large enough to hold your 
items with space to move around) with cold water. 
Add 1 Tblsp of eco-friendly or dish soap or for every 
100 g fibre ( a pair of wool socks weighs 100g) 
Soak the fabric in the soapy water overnight 
Gently wash the fibre, being careful not to agitate it 
too much as the friction may cause it to shrink. 
Rinse thoroughly & dye. 



Now the fun part, deciding 
what you want to do. for now 
lets do a simple design on 
solid color fabric. 

I am going to show doing a 
black ink design on white 600 
thread count cotton.(an old 
sheet) 

 I have chosen a drawing i did 
a few years ago of my dogs in a ying/yang design. 
search on “free line art” on the internet will also give 
you lots of ideas. coloring books are good also for 
inspiration. 



The first thing i like to do is test my markers on the 
fabric . Be careful not to stop or pause with the tip of 
the marker resting on the fabric as the color will bleed 
out into it. If you find yourself hesitating, lift the 
marker off the fabric while you think about what 
you're doing. 



Then print out if needed your design. Some people 
have talent and can do the design freehand, i am not 
one of those people 
  
Next i clipped my fabric to a 
plastic divider card.   

You can also clip to card board 
(this works well when your 
design is bold and your fabric is 
thiner. , card stock or anything 
that is stiff. you could also tape it to a flat surface or 
your stiff backing. I use blue painters tape for that. 
Masking tape should work also. 



I then place the 
design under the 
fabric. i am going to 
use a light table to 
help see the design. 
You can use a 
window. it depends 
on how much you 
can see through the 
fabric.  



The next thing i do is to 
trace the basic design onto 
my fabric. You can see i am 
tracing along the outer 
edges. 



Once that is done i will remove from the light table 
and finish the design. (if i am 
working on a plastic backing i 
will keep a piece of paper 
behind the fabric to catch any 
ink . 
I find that a fine tip pen is 
good for the edges, and a 
brush tip pen is good for filling 
in large areas. the wide tip pen 
is good for thicker lines. A 
brush pen is also good for 
blending, when you do not 
want a fine edge. 



The finished ink on fabric 
ready to use. 

When i am using Sharpie 
pens i am done, If i am 
using other pens i will 
use an icon to heat set 
just to be safe. 



Remember to have fun. Also remember we are not 
perfect, and nothing is perfect. Only we know what 
look we are going for. Hence i made some mistakes 
when inking this project, but i went ahead and 
blended them in like they were planned.  

good searches.. 

free line art 
free clip art 
free stained glass patterns 

then select/click on images when you get the results 



resources
The 10 Best Fabric Markers 
Written by Julie Evans 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/best-fabric-markers-4175586 
Synthrapol 
https://www.dharmatrading.com/chemicals/synthrapol-
detergent.html Bubble Jet 
washing soda (amazon or locally at LOWES) 
alcohol ink , Joanns, micheals, Hobby Lobby or other local craft 
stores and amazon 
Synthrapol 
https://www.dharmatrading.com/chemicals/synthrapol-
detergent.html 
Prepared fabric for printer, Joanns and Amazon 
PFD(prepared for Dyeing) fabric by yard and clothing 
https://www.dharmatrading.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi?query=pfd 
PFD(prepared for Dyeing) fabric by yard  
https://indobatiks.com/fabrics-for-dyeing 

https://www.thespruce.com/julie-evans-4174126
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/best-fabric-markers-4175586
https://www.dharmatrading.com/chemicals/synthrapol-detergent.html
https://www.dharmatrading.com/chemicals/synthrapol-detergent.html
https://www.dharmatrading.com/cgi-bin/search.cgi?query=pfd
https://indobatiks.com/fabrics-for-dyeing

















