
Christmas Ornaments
Mostly handmade

by
Francine W. Barton



I make unique ornaments for my 
grandchildren every year. I started 
in 2009, the year eldest 2 were 
born. This year I am making 8. I 
have given away all that I made, 
so I had my oldest granddaughter, 
Evelyn, get hers out early and take 
pictures for this presentation.



The gingerbread man is from 2009. I didn’t 
put the year on that one.
The polar bear is a photo frame. They could 
have put in their own photo, but didn’t.



To personalize this one, I engraved her 
name and the year on the back.



Here I dribbled paint into the open end of the bulb 
and added her name and year with a tag.



I don’t remember what this looked like to 
begin with, but I just stitched her name, 
year and edge.



Wooden ornament, painted. Name and year on back



Olivia was born this year, so 
there are 2 for every year 
hereafter for this family.
I just put their names on the 
backs to personalize.



Wood ornament shape stitched with floss.



Button trees. 
I’ll include materials and instructions 
later.



Fabric and bead bauble. For each one I 
made 6 hexagons, stitched together 
through the middle. Then a small bead 
was inserted between layers at the top 
and bottom and a large bead in the center. 
This one was super labor-intensive.



Ping-pong snowmen. A new granddaughter 
was born this year to a different family. I 
couldn’t find another mini hat, so I crocheted a 
cap and scarf for hers.



Last year I made these on my brand 
new Viking Epic 2. The design is not 
really for Freestanding Lace, but I 
stitched it on tulle. If you don’t rinse 
out all the water soluble  stabilizer 
they hold their shape pretty well.



Materials for 2021



This year’s ornament in progress.

Stitched these on the Epic 2. They are “Super 
Designs” in my software.
I had 7 clear, ball ornaments, but I needed 8 as 
Baby Alice was born just 2 weeks ago. I could not 
find any ball ornaments that opened as this one 
does, but I found a star that does. So I restitched 
Lucy’s and cut to fit the star.



Front and back of Eva’s ornament.



Button trees
Assorted buttons
   Red
   White
   Green
   Brown (smaller)
   Stars
Embroidery floss
Tag

Lay out 11 colored buttons in order of size in 
the combination you like.
Lay out 5 brown buttons also by size.
Thread a needle with 18” brown floss. Start 
at the bottom and thread the needle up 
through all the buttons, a star button, then 
back down through all the buttons. Pull the 
ends even and tie a knot close to the last 
brown button. 
With another 9” floss add hang loop.
Make a tag and tie onto the bottom floss.





Origami Ornament
I made these for the girls at church and for 
the ladies in the Sassy Quilters group two 
years ago.
I didn’t give this one away because it was 
cut too close to the selvedge. (I could have 
folded it the other way)



Circles are so easy to sew with a Circular 
Sewing Attachment. The one on the left is for 
my Viking. The other one is generic that I 
bought on Amazon. They both work the same 
way. (Ask me later and I will demonstrate the 
use of each.)



Decide how big you want your ornament 
to end up. This 5 1/2 inch circle folds 
down to 2 ¾ inches. Using the circular 
attachment, sew 2 layers of fabric RS 
together all the way around. Cut a small 
slit through 1 layer of fabric as shown. 
Trim seam allowance with pinking shears 
near stitches. Turn and press. Place a 
small piece of fusible web under the slit 
and fuse it shut.



Fold edges of circle in till they meet in the 
corners to make a square. Press.



Fold corners back to the other side to 
meet in the middle. Stitch in place and 
stitch or glue on a decorative or plain 
button. Add a thread or yarn loop to hang 
it with.



Stitched on the Epic 2 on felt. These will become a 
garland when I string them on a ribbon.



Freestanding Lace stitched on the Epic 2. I 
had a complimentary subscription to the 
mysewnet library right after I bought the 
machine. Before the subscription ended I 
stitched out 9 sets of these ornaments.



Teach kids 
how to sew 
with these.

No sew 
ornaments: 
*Pipe 
cleaner
*Tri-beads
*Lace with 
a hole in 
the middle, 
also called 
beading
*Ribbon 
bow
*Animals - 
from 
Oriental 
Trading



More easy to make ornaments:

Snowflake:
Embroidery design
Small wooden hoop
Fluffy garland

Candy Cane: 
Beads and Pipe cleaner

Picture:
Small doily
Canning lid or other stiff material
Ribbon
Yarn
Cute baby photo


